Rev. Joseph H. Cassidy Council 5231
Meeting Minutes

Officers 2026-2027
	
	Chaplain:
Vacant
	

	Grand Knight: 
Scott Bate (Absent)
	Deputy Grand Knight:
Mike Francis (Present)
	Chancellor: 
Dan Joyal (Absent)

	Warden:
Ernie Lang (Present)
	Financial Secretary:
Jonathan Hurley (Present)
	Recorder:
David Cronan (Present)

	Treasurer:
Paul Zonfrelli (Present)
	Inner Guard:
Bill Balboni Meilus (Absent)
	Outer Guard:
Vacant (n/a)

	Trustee (3-Year):
Ed Clark (Present)
	Trustee (2-Year):
Bill Conlon (Present)
	Trustee (1-Year):
Bob MacNeil (Present)



Date:	10/04/2026

Call to Order:
DGK Mike Francis called the meeting to order at 07:35 PM.

Opening:
DGK Mike Francis led the Council in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Officers:
See Above

Also in attendance: 
Nick, Mario, Fr. Ken (St. Joe’s), & D/D Joe Altman


Minutes:
GK had distributed the minutes from the prior meeting via e-mail to all registered members.  No one presented any inquires at start of this meeting.


Grand Knight’s Report:
DGK Mike Francis solicited the following discussions:

1. Gave floor to FS Jonathan for update on the Community Picnic at St. Jude’s last week: approximately 90 people from the St. Jude/St. Ed.’s collaborative attended.  Fr. Brian and Eileen were both very appreciative.  Jonathan wanted to mention the effort put in by Brian who ran the grill - under the small tent due to the pouring rain - making the hamburgers.  (The boiled hot dog process needs so refinement, however.)

2. Also from FS Jonathan, the blood drive at St. Joe’s Parish Center the week before the picnic, was a bit underwhelming – a much lower turnout than usual. Also, the intended event to have been sponsored by the CDA was cancelled by the Red Cross due to staffing shortages.

3. The dates of Tootsie Roll Drive has been modified; see below:
		10/17 & 10/18 @ St. Ed’s & St. Jude’s 
			10/24 & 10/25 @ St. Joe’s & St. Thomas
			TBD                @ St. Brendan’s

4. Gave floor to Fr. Ken to talk about Virtus Training (one-time certification) and CORI checks      (annual requirement) for all adult volunteers at St. Joe’s sponsored events.  The training is required to cover liability issues that were once taken on by the Archdiocese.  The new Chancellor was once the director of the Vatican’s CPP program.  Neither program conducted by the KofC nor the Boy Scouts are accepted by the Archdiocese due to their online process; in-person training is strictly required.  Fr. Ken, as pastor, is a Mandated Reporter – has had to act in the capacity just 4 times in the past 20 years.

Jonathan suggested we coordinate a multi-parish (those with whom this Council is affiliated) training session for the Virtus Program. 

5. Fr. Ken mentioned that the efforts of the Council members – coordinated by DGK Mike – have greatly improved the appearance of the Cemetery and are greatly appreciated.  On that same note, DGK Mike mentioned that the next clean-up session is to be held on 10/31, from 8Am until 12N.  Fr. Ken wouild like to see some sort of the design made at the entranceway comprised of large flower pots.  There are a couple of ‘street’ signs that are beyond repair that have been taken down and need to be replaced.


Financial Secretary’s Report:
FS Hurley discussed the following:

Membership Report

1. Membership stands at 97, but we still need 5 more recruits for this FY. At the community picnic, we got Mario to join us; but as a transfer, his enrollment won’t count toward the Star Council goal.  Jonathan also got leads on 4 other current members to the collaborative to show interest in transferring to 5231.

2.) Benefit Night needs to be held by close of FY – 10 members must attend virtually – or GK & PGK must attend in-person; FS to look into setting-up a date for it with our Field Agent.

4th Degree Report

1.) Next meeting is a week from this coming Thursday (10/15) in Westborough.

2.) Also at the same location, on November 5th, there will be a Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner.  All Knights are invited; veteran Knights will be honored.  Cost is $35 per person.

3.) Next 4th Degree Exemplification: may have more info at next council meeting.



Treasurer’s Report:
	Month
	Checking
	Savings
	Ending Balance

	September 2026
	      14,672.00
	2,664.00
	$17,336.00



1.)  There are a no outstanding bills reported 

2.) 

District Deputy’s Report:

1.  Joe Altman (former FBI agent with 30+ yrs experience) went over the revised qualifications for the Star Council Award.  
	a] the Columbus Award will have three parts: i} $500 donation to RSVP or similar support program; ii} 6 new recruits (remains unchanged); & iii} 10% of Associate Members who do NOT currently have insurance with KofC need to attend a 1-on-1 insurance review session with the appointed Field Agent (which is separate from the Benefit Night requirement where 10 members must attend as a group – wither in-person or virtually) with the current FY.
	b.) Faith-in-Action requirement has 5 activates for the FY; &
	c.) Council must meet 3 other Activities in support of parish, community, or councilship

2.  Participation in the COR program may be a new requirement in coming FY’s.  (The program Jonathan had been participating in was put on hiatus when the participating priest was assigned elsewhere.)

3. Councils’ GK or representative should present the check - for funds raised during the Tootsie Roll Drive – at the State-wide Charity Ball.

4.  Councils are encouraged to be more active in attending the Culture of Life Masses.  In the same vein, Council members are being requested to sign a petition to repeal the current law authorizing an abortion at any time simply with a doctor’s permission. (Forms were left for the GK to coordinate process.)

Unfinished Business:

1. 


New Business:

1.  Treasurer Paul Z. suggested we have a Council Mass during Lent

2. DGK Mike suggested we look into larger lapel pins for when the Council attends wakes and funerals.

3. Fr. Ken requested 3 weeks of notices in the Bulletin in regards to Council activities.

4. Ernie suggested we conduct training sessions for CPR and Heimlich Maneuver; Bill noted that adding AED and Narcan training would make a nice compliment in regards to covering common emergencies at large Council functions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. DGK Mike suggested that these Minutes be submitted to Nick so as to be uploaded to the Council’s website.  Recorder to submit to DGK and FS, along with the minutes from previous meeting, for review and forwarding.

Chaplain’s Report:
None.

Good of the Order:
Prayers were requested for the following individuals:

Paul G.’s wife passed this past week; wake is tomorrow night and funeral is on Tuesday.  (Obit e-mail by Jonathan.) A $100 contribution to Dana Farber Cancer Institute was approved in Rosemary’s honor.

Closing Prayer:
DGK Mike led the Council in the Hail Mary.

Meeting Adjourn Time:
DGK Mike Francis adjourned the meeting at 9:15 PM.

Next Special Meeting : none 	

Next Regular Meeting: 	November 01, 2026 @ small hall

Recorded By:			David Cronan, Recorder

Submitted to GK on: 		October 06, 2026
